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Coverage 
Inspec is a bibliographic reference database with very strong coverage in Computer Science.  (A 
bibliographic reference database gives you references and usually abstracts (a short summary of the 
paper).)   
 
You can read the full text of the paper by: 

o finding it online in the University’s electronic journal collection; 
o finding it on paper in the School or University Libraries; 
o find it online using Google Scholar; 
o requesting the paper through the Inter-Library Loan service.  (Consult your supervisor first as 

this is an expensive service.) 
Sometimes there is a direct link from a service such as Inspec to the University’s electronic journal 
collection (as is shown in the search performed here). 
 
Inspec indexes journal papers and conferences well.  It is usual for all papers in a publication to be 
indexed.  As both journals and conferences are important in Computer Science, Inspec should be the 
first choice for general Computer Science searching. 
 
 
Currency 
Generally newly published journals and conferences are rapidly entered into the Inspec database.   
 
 
Formulating a search 
Inspec is a keyword based searching tool.  You can search by authors but it is more usual to use 
subjects such as concurrency, “robot controllers”.  It is important to avoid very common search 
terms.  For instance, a search for “computer” found 2,765,810 items.  It is plainly daft to use such a 
general keyword in a database that is largely about computing.   
 
If you have difficulty in deciding what keywords to use, try the trick of completing this sentence: 

I want to find papers on .... 
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Setting the parameters for the search 

 
The Inspec database is selected; only papers in English will be retrieved; the dates of papers will be 
from 2008-2011. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Select Inspec database Use Quick Search 

Limit by date Limit by language 
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Searching for keywords in the title 
 
The search is intended to find papers on the process of propagation in a programming language 
called Constriant Handling Rules (CHR).  This search uses index entries from the title of the papers: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Results of title-field search 
 
Searching in titles usually gives good precision but poor recall.  There is only one item retrieved: it is 
relevant but there are probably more relevant papers in the databse. 
 

 
 
 

Keywords 
entered 
here 

Searching in the title 
field only 

This gives access to the 
abstract of the paper. 
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Results of title-field search – accessing the abstract 
 

By reading the abstract, we can decide whether the paper is relevant or not.  (In this case, it is quite 
relevent because it mentions the semantics of CHR and propagation rules in the title.) 
 

 
 
 

Refining by searching more fields 
 
Changing the search fields from Title to Subject[keyword]/Title/Abstract gives access to many more 
words.  However, these words may be used in many different contexts and so recall is increased 
while precision is likely to decrease.  In other words: we will find more documents (in this case, 21) 
but some of them will be irrelevant. 
 

 

More fields 
are chosen. 
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Results of the broadened search 
 

 
 

 
 

Accessing the full text. 
 

Following the  link to the University’s ejournal collection: 
 

 
 

 

Note: items retrieved in 
the previous search turn 
up here too. 

Use this link to access the full text. 

Link to the text. 
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until (via several other links) we get to the first page of the journal paper: 
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Getting an electronic copy of the results of the search 
 
You can select references that seem interesting and have them emailed to you or you can download 
them to your machine.  The first stage is to select one or more references: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select the data elements 
you need. 

Select the records 
you want. 

Choose a 
downloading option. 
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Select your download format 
 
Services usually provide several formats which are compatible with packages that enhance word 
processors (such as Word) or document preparation systems (such as LaTeX). 
 

 
 
 

and the data is delivered to your machine: 
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