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up programming. I resisted for some time, arguing that I should first finish various draft papers and a
book. Fortunately, I eventually realised that the best plan was to scrap them. 

(I have not been so successful at convincing others that their intellectual investments are not as
valuable as the new ideas and techniques waiting to be learnt. I suspect, in some cases, this is partly
because they were allowed by the British educational system to abandon scientific and mathematical
subjects and rigorous thinking at a fairly early age to specialise in arts and humanities subjects. I
believe that the knowledge-explosion, and the needs of our complex modern societies, make it
essential that we completely re-think the structure of formal education, from primary schools upwards:
indefinitely continued teaching and learning at all ages in sciences, arts, humanities, crafts (including
programming) must be encouraged. Perhaps that will be the best way to cope with unemployment
produced by automation, and the like. But I’m digressing!). 
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sake of this book and other work. I did not wish to have children, but as will appear frequently in this
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taught me a great deal. In return, my excursions into artificial intelligence and the topics of the book
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here, by permitting a small group of almost fanatical enthusiasts to set up a ’Cognitive Studies
Programme’ for interdisciplinary teaching and research, and providing us with an excellent though
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early hours helping me edit, format, and print out draft chapters (and keeping me warm when the
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I hope that, one day, even better computing facilities will be commonplace in primary schools, for kids
to play with. After all, primary schools are more important than universities, aren’t they? 
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